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It h,.s been re,wrtcd2 t:l:,t b reacts with !iucleo:)hilic rc:ese:lts (e.~.~~ta.s- 

sium phtalimitle, sodium diethylmalon~te) to give chain substituted products 2. 

Xe wish to report that the reactivity ;Jcttern of l_3 is strongly i:zfluenced by the 

nature of nucleophilic rea.;ent aid reac tion conditions leading either to tne for- 

mation of :7r3duct 2 _, or a mixture of products 2 and 2. 
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a all cr.,m2oun& were full;7 charctcrized; b the yields viere (13-t o_)ti::lized; 
C 
mixture of dias-tereoizolners, cis-twtils stereoche listry not deterlined. 

Clearly, -the ,)roducts 2 :re fIrmed via a z?.,,, ,)rocess (Scheme, ;jath A). hrlaly- 

sis of the liter;:ture Lc as well as tile results of our ex2criments (see belob,) ena- 

ble us to suezest that the for!aati.,n of 2 ?mceeds via elimination-addi-tioll re- 

actions (Scheme, path 9) . 
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yield 70;6, ca 31;; D calcul~tcd 

from 'II ilN& spectruin 

~~ethylenedichl:~~~cyclo,pmp~~c (4)5, a reactive intermediate re;icts with phenola- 

te to yield the a.?ticiA~ated product 2' according to Scheme, ,3ath B. 
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Our paper presents evidence for the intermediacy of substituted methylene- 

cyclopropanes as reactive itermediates 
4 

. iie have also described a lleb, simple 

1:rocedure for the preparation of methylenecycloprJpane derivatives. 
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&I_: ‘13 Xr?R ('JnC13)6: 1.59-1.76 (m, 213, A 1, 5.14-5.61 tm, 2H, 'X2=), 6.55- 

-7.11 (m, IOH, Ar-ii) ; "C UI%R (CDC13): 17.35 it), 51.42 (s) , 105.29 (S) , 

115.11 (d), 120.43 (d), 127.37 id), 130.10 (~1, 154.27 ts). 
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